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fHE TEMPLE OF OPPRESSION; BY DA- 
VID CHANDLEE, A BLACKSMITH IN 
WILMINGTON, STATE OF DELAWARE, 
KORTH-AMEIUCA. 

IN one of my mental rambles into 
the fields of national policy. 1 felt 
a disposition to congratulate myself 
on being born a citizen of the United 
States of America, the land of free 
dom ; and was led into a grateful 
exultation of mind on considering 
the high privileges to which I wa"s 
heir above my fellow creatures who 
•were born under despotic govern- 
ments, in the shades of tyranny. 

But notwithstanding the disposition 
J felt to be happy in my privileges, 
a secret involuntary feeling of my 
own situation, taught me by some 
certain indelible impressions, that 
I myself, as an individual, am op- 
pressed in this favoured land. I 
started at the thought.-r-How, said 
I, can an individual be oppressed in 
a land of freedom, where the go- 
vernment is" professedly appointed to 
protect the equal rights of the people? 
r— 1 felt a painful suspense. At this 
moment 1 was alarmed with the ap- 
proach of a person of great dignity ; 
his countenance was such as com- 
manded an awful respect from the 
beholders ; and his whole deport- 
ment bespoke him one of no common 
birth —He was unattended. — -J ruse, 
and with a submissive modesty was 
going to retire, when, in a gentle 
harmonious voice, 'he thus accosted 
jtie : " Be not disturbed at my pre- 
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sence : I have for some time beheld 
thee, and now am come on business 
that to most men is ungrateful, I ant 
therefore rejected by them, and my 
service not accepted, but I hoped 
better of thee." 

With this I turned, and addressing 
my visitant, said, 'f Why should, one 
that is unknown to me, and by whom 
I am unknown, accost me in suet) 
language ? Deigrj therefore, to in- 
form me, who, and whence thou art, 
that I may know by whom I am 
honoured with this visit r" To this, 
with the most benign aspect, he 
made reply — " It m&y be I am un- 
known to thee j to me thou art not 
unknown, I know ail the mortal 
race ; and am witness to all 
their folly and extravagance, though 
to them I am qnknown, even 
while they boast of being iny com- 
panions, and persecute their bre- 
thren with vindictive malice, if they 
dare dispute their selfish testimony. 
I am the Genius of Wisdom, once 
the companion of men, but long 
since rejected by them, and driven 
from their sdciety. 1 now make my 
abode in the realms of light, distant 
from their habitations ; whence I 
am always ready to descend, and in- 
struct every candid individual who 
is Willing to unshackle his soul frqni 
the tyranny of prepossessiou, and 
yield to impartial inquiry ; and for 
this end I now wait upon thee." 

At this | felt my vanity sufficient- 
ly awakened ; and with exultation, 
said, " Shall my humble temples be 
graced wjih the wreath of wis- 
dom t I shall surely then he emau- 
M 
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cipated from all oppression, and 
made as free as the birds." But im- 
mediately a gloomy suspicion cover- 
ed my mind, and I began to view 
my visitant as an impostor. I stood 
irresolute : — but on beholding the 
majesty and serenity of bis counte- 
nance,distrust vanished, and I deter- 
mined to yield to his instructions, 
and forthwith declared my resolu- 
tion. 

»' If thou," said he, " wouldst be 
instructed by the precepts of pure 
wisdom, ascend, with me, yon ethe- 
real mountain, from whose summit 
we can view the earth below as it 
really is." At this I looked round, 
and the mountain appeared in view ; 
but here again 1 stood irresolute, 
least my weak head should swim 
With the giddy height, and 1 should 
fall the disgrace of my researches. 
But my instructor, without seeming 
to take notice of my embarrassment, 
turned toward the mountain, and be- 
gan the ascent; while \. but half 
resolved, followed after, with trem- 
bling caution. We had not ascend- 
ed far, before 1 found my prepos- 
sessions from' habit and education, 
to impede my 'passage very much, 
and make the journey laborious : 
I therefore threw thcni away, one 
by one, as I grew weary of them, 
till, by the time we arrived at the 
top, I had cast them all away but 
a very few of the most precious : 
among these I had preserved the im- 
pressions that were made on my 
mind in early life, of the most accept- 
able forms of addressing the Majesty 
of Heaven: and though I found 
them heavy, I considered their 
Weight as a testimony of their value, 
and was obstinately resolved never 
to part with them 

From this height I cast a view 
on the world. — It all lay before me. 
I saw a huge temple that filled at 
least one third of the whole earth ; 
the walls were of a dusky hue j the 



top was open, and the whole man- 
sion constantly exposed to open view 
before the heavenly host. The 
walls on the outside were hung 
with a thick veil of darkness ; and 
a thick gloom unceasingly hung over 
it. I beheld it crowded with vota- 
ries of both sexes, each one prefer- 
iug a private petition for himself, 
and recommending himself to (be 
power ihat presided, with restless 
anxiety 1 observed the gloom of 
the place obscured the throng very 
much from each other, and every 
one prided himself in the thought of 
secrecy, and fancied the contents of 
his petition unknown, though his 
neighbour at the sijme time held one 
for himself in the very same words : 
but if they ever got a glimpse of 
each other's designs, they were mu- 
tually awakened on both sides to 
malicious jealousy, and regarded one 
another as enemies. 

I beheld a gloomy power seated 
in the midst of the temple, to whom, 
every one, without distinction of 
birth, education, or sex, addressed 
themselves with the same partiality 
for themselves, and showed each of 
(hem a restless auxieiy to be heard ; 
b'ut a multitude of them notwith- 
standing their solicitude, were whol- 
ly disregarded, and weaned them- 
selves with importunity unnoticed. 
1 observed a few of the must clamo- 
rous and intriguing obtain a part of 
their request; but f remarked the 
grant always fell short of the desire, 
and the mos; favoured were dismissed 
under a degree of anxiety and dis- 
appointment. 

On beholding these things, lad- 
dressed my guide, and desired to 
know what mansion I beheld ; and 
who presided, that thus infatuated 
mankind, and engrossed their whole 
attention, to the destruction of their 
happiness? To which he replied, 
" The mansion thou behuldest is the 
Temple of Oppression ; and th# 
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power that presides is Mammon, by 
whose tyranny and injustice man- 
kind have been made miserable. 
His votaries are the instruments of 
oppression and cruelty ; and the 
ivorld is tormented under his power* 
The veil of darkness that covers his 
walls, and the gloom that overspreads 
his court, is common custom, which 
is impervious to the mental vision 
of man, unless assisted by my pow- 
er." Here my kind visitant admi- 
nistered of the same eye-salve that 
John the divine recommended to the 
church of Laodicea, whereby the 
film is purged from the intellectual 
sight, and power is given to see 
things as they really are. 

Being thus commissioned, I shall 
attempt, if possible, to show what 
tbe society of mankind are doing to 
themselves and to each other. But 
the complicated customs that have 
taken place, and the prepossessions 
we have imbibed in favour of them, 
have involved us in such a cloiud of 
darkness, that we are unaibleto pene- 
trate it, and take a distinct view of 
mankind in the aggregate There- 
fore, in order to simplify our pros- 
pect, let us suppose we are planting 
a new colony; and let no intercourse 
with the rest of mankind have any 
influence on the effects arising from 
the order of their own body; and 
then attentively consider the conse- 
quences attending their several steps 
toward civilized refinement. Let us 
choose ninety families to place in 
this point of view. Let us first make 
the land common property, for there 
is every reason to believe that each 
of us have a natural right to if, as 
much as to the air we breathe, or 
the light of the sun. Let each mari 
that chooses husbandry have a suffi 
cient portion of land for his purpose, 
and be secured in the produce of his 
own labour. And those who choose 
mechanical callings, or manufactur- 
ing, be promoted by the society. 



In this order the several demands 
for necessary articles, would present- 
ly point out the number of bauds that 
each calling will require. 

With things thus arranged our co- 
lonists may abound with every thing 
desirable, and necessary to make 
life comfortable, with a small por- 
tion of labour to each person ; nor 
will there be a debtor, or discon- 
tented person among them, because 
there is nothingin their practice that 
excites cbvetousness or ambition : but 
the small exchange of property, be- 
tween husbandmen, mechanics, and 
manufacturers, will make a very 
small market ; and the society will 
know no distinction, but in the great 
plenty that rewards superior indus- 
try. In this arrangement, labour 
will bear no price: its value will 
always be equal to the value of the 
property it produces. 

Let us now attempt to make a 
market for our colonists, where they 
may sell (he surplus of their pro- 
duce, and gratify themselves witft 
getting moriey to lay by. But in 
this undertaking, we have but one 
only mean without an alternative, 
for there is but otie principle in na- 
ture that gives us a possibility of 
doing it: that is; to exempt a part 
of the citizens from labour, or we 
can never increase the market for the 
rest; for those who produce their 
own supplies, make no demand for 
supplies from another and. 

Let us now take fifteen; families,' 
and place them in a line of trade, 
between' the husbaBumen; me< ha» 
nics, and manufacturers; let each 
tif these sell the surplus of produce 
in their several Callings, first to 
these traders; and purchase again 
of threw suVh other articles as ihejf 
stand in need of. By this means, 
we ca'n exempt one-sixth part of our 
colonists from labour; and in so 
doing we increase the demand for 
the necessaries of life in the same 
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proportion, and form a market one- 
sixth part brisker than the former. 
But to provide for the support of 
these traders in the line of their cal- 
ling, we must allow them a profit 
on their dealings for that purpose, 
and, as our estimate supposes, about 
half their property to be exchanged, 
by one-sixth of their citizens, that 
profit, of course, must amount to 
about thir'y-four per centum. And 
for this thirty-four pet" cent, the 
purchasers receives no value what- 
ever, for the articles traded in, re- 
ceive no advantage, neither in tex- 
ture nor quality, from having been 
the property of the traders; it is a 
mode of increasing the price of goods, 
without increasing lheir value. Here 
the links of cause and effect are 
plain, that by exempting one-sixth 
part of Our oolonrsts from labour, 
we increase the den^and for neces- 
saries in the same proportion, and 
this demand increases the market, 
but by purchasing goods of them 
at thirty-four" per cent, advance on 
the price, we reduce the price of 
labour one-sixth below the value of 
the property it produces: and, con- 
sequently, the labouring part must 
use one-sixth more labour than was 
necessary before the traders were in- 
troduced, 

In order to refine our colonists 
yet further, let us create threfc ma- 
gistrates to decide civil causes, and 
provide for them by a tnx; and 
three ministers for the order of wor- 
ship, and provide for them by a 
tythe; let Us make the land private 
property, and make titles for it to 
six landlords, and provide for them 
with rents; and create three usur- 
ers, and provide for them within"-, 
terest : by these mean's we can re- 
move fifteen families more from la- 
bour, arrd enable them through 
these inventions to draw the means 
of their support from the labour of 
ihe rest. We have now removed 



one third part of our supposed co* 
lonists from labour, and in so doing,- 
we haw made their markets one- 
third brisker than at first ; but by 
creating an idle order of citizen.*; 
and enabling them to claim one- 
third of the produce of labour, with- 
out giving produce in exchange for 
it, we have reduced the price of la- 
bour one-third below its true value, 
and consequently the labouring part 
are brought under a burden one- 
third part heavier than their Creator 
ever laid on them, or appointed 
them to bear. In this state of poli- 
tical refinement, our colony is comr 
posed of debtors arid creditors, and 
the debt6fs, feeling themselves in 
an uncomfortable situation, are power- 
fully lured to cOvetousness, because 
a release from their present embar- 
rassment is desirable, and of this re- 
lease they have no prospect, unless 
they can change hands with their 
creditors. Thus, fraud, deceit, am- 
bition, arid oppression, go hand in 
hand. 

If we remove a subject from the 
portion of labour that God hatn or- 
dained to produce a supply for his 
wants, we must necessarily give him 
a claim on the labour of others; and 
it matters not/ whether we give him' 
an office under the government, 
and call bis claim a tax, or give him 
an office in the church, and call it 
tythe or salary ; make him a trader, 
and call it profits ; make him a land- 
lord, and call it rents; or make hinv 
a usurer, and Call it interest ; any 
difference we can create in the mode 
or the name, makes no difference in 
the realiiy, for in every form it is ac 
claim on the labourer, without a' 
consideration given in return. There- 
fore, every one that ceases to labour 
for his own supplies, will, according 
to his style of living, equally con*' 
tribute to the rise of markets. And 
every one that exacts tax, tythe,- 
rents, interest, or profits on goods, 
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adds his weight in proportion to the 
size of his claim, to the oppression 
of his country ; and if we cultivate 
the causes, it is as impossible to 
escape the effects; as to reverse the 
power of gravity. 

After taking this view of the se- 
veral parts, I cast my eyes once 
more over the mass of civilized man- 
kind. I saw the rich exercising 
their power, and commanding their 
agents to enter into the houses of the 
poor, and cany away their goods 
without the consent of the owners; 
1 saw them dividing them by 
sale, at one half of their value, and 
in many instances seizing the bodies 
Of debtors, and casting them into 
prison, often to the unspeakable 
distress of their children and fami- 
lies, and all this to satisfy the claims 
they exacted from labour, by rents, 
usury, profits, &c. Thus they dis- 
tress a man and his house, and the 
price of his goods is taken a spoil, 
to grace the cotters of the rich. 

Upon this prospect, I stood, like 
Hamlet's Ghost, motionless and 
speechless ! l$ut, after some time,- 
recovering my surprise a little, I 
turned to my guide, and said," What 
can induce these people to commit 
such cruelties on their fellow-crea- 
tures ? They have obtained a con- 
siderable part of their petitions, nia- 
tiy of them have already abundance; 
and are in much happier situations 
than those they distress. What is 
the motive for such conduct ?" To 
which be replied, " The conditions 
that their petitions are granted upon, 
are, that they shall render Mam- 
mon perpetual service, and this is the 
service be requires; for this end he 
has granted the power they exercise j 
and if they refuse to employ it, he 
revokes his former grant, and threat- 
ens to reduce them to poverty, and 
compel them to work, or to suffer 
worse* This threat terrifies them, 



and they continue to torture the 
helpless part of mankind." 

While I continued to look on the! 
prospect before me, I beheld the 
inhabitants of the temple, gathered 
at certain periods into different con- 
gregations, where they assembled 
regularly, and spent about two hours' 
at a time* During these time?,- they 
appeared very attentively -engaged 
in some pursuit of knowledge, or 
some serious inquiry : but I remark*, 
ed, there were very few of the poor 
frequented these assemblies, and if 
any did, they were taken little of 
no notice of by the rest, and seemed 
to be welcomed among them with 
cold indifference. I inquired the 
meaning of this; to which my guide 
answered, " These people believe 
there is one Supreme Godj whose! 
power is superior to all other powers* 
both in Heaven and Earth, and that 
He contronls all other powers, and 
that even Mammon reigns by his inJ 
dulgence ; they likewise believe, 
that they themselves shall occupy 
a future state of existence after 
death, and that in futurity, they 
Will be transcendently happy, or 
miserable, according to the degree 
of favour in which they are beheld 
by his Divine Majesty; they are 
therefore ambitious of being his 
favourites for their own sakes, that 
they may enjoy the happiness that 
each one desires for him-elfs and 
these assemblies are appointed fof 
public prayers, and to give the Al- 
mighty such adulation as may wheedle 
him to assist them here on earth in 
effecting their purposes, and after- 
wards to gratify them in like man- 
ner in a future state. For this end, 
they invent the most humiliating and 
servile form of words, and make the 
terms of address very humble on 
their own part, often repeating the 
words, " Father, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven ;" but hi 
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all thelf conduct and course of ac- 
tion, the secret prayers arid desires 
of their hearts are, " Father, do my 
will on earth and in heaven ;" 
their tyranny and injustice to the 
poor, while they do their will on 
earth, is such, that they have very 
little confidence in the prayers of 
the rich, being available ; and there- 
fore they stay at home, and pray 
secretly to be delivered from their 
power." I observed, likewise, that 
many of them passed some places of 
public prayer, and went to others 
more distant, and the members of 
different congregations frequently 
passed each other upon the way, 
and on these, occasions, regarded 
each other with indifference, unless 
the parties possessed large estates, 
and in that case they were mostly 
civil to each other. I desired to 
know the reason of this. My guide, 
therefore, informed me, That they " 
were divided into many sects, and 
between each sect there was some 
small difference in the forms of ad- 
dress, yet under every form, the 
substance of the address was the 
very same, and the expectations of 
the supplicants agreed with the 
greatest exactness. But notwith- 
standing ihis agreement in desire, 
each believed his own form pecu- 
liarly pleasing to the Deity, and 
regard himself as a favourite on 
that account, and they have had 
so many quarrels among themselves 
on this account ; that they are mu- 
tually tinctured with malice one 
towards another. 

At this scene I was filled with 
horror and amazement, and exclaim- 
ed, " What can be done to redeem 
mankind froin this mwery, is there 
no redemption ?" To this the Ge- 
nius replied, '■ There is no redemp- 
tion, but by yielding to my pre- 
cepts; and these, mankind gene- 
rally reject, that they may follow 
their own counselb. The will of 



God is plain enough to every can* 
did attentive mind, the knowledge 
of it is .impressed on the human 
heart, as far as relates to present 
duty, in strong characters. To do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk hum* 
bly with God, comprises the whale 
duty of man, and those who do these 
things, do the will of the Father on 
earth, as it is done in Heaven. But 
man is able to separate bis will from 
the will of God, and when he doe* 
so, and becomes a doer of his 
own will, he does unjustly, he shows 
very little mercy to the poor, and 
he walks in pride and arrogance, 
and not in humility ; instead of 
serving God, he serves his own lusts.' 
To this state he becomes attached 
by habit, and his foolish heart is 
darkened, and he persuades himself, 
that God has the same partiality for 
him, that he feels for himself; and 
mistakes his own approbation for the 
approbation of Heaven. 

" In this state, he is averse to alt 
inquiry, and if any one attempt 
to enlighten him, he charges hint 
with heresy and innovation, and 
raises the cry of a dangerous person 
on him : and all this is, not 
because the cause of God would suf- 
fer by his doctrine, but because his 
own cause would .suffer. This was 
once fully exemplified in the life of 
Jesus Christ, who was anointed 
with wisdom above his fellows, and 
divinely commissioned to teach the 
will of the Father to men, in vocal 
words, that his divine law might 
reign on earth, as it does in Heaven, 
and mankind might be redeemed 
from all the cruelties and injustice 
they suffer from one another. The 
consequence of his mission, as far 
as related to his own person here on 
earth, is not unknown: the servants 
and favourites of Mammon cast him 
out of the Synagogue, and banished 
him from their housespf public prayer 
as an innovator, and afterwards seised 
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him, and put him to death as a dan- 
ger"u* person. They accused him 
oil pretence of blasphemv, but the 
jrue cause of their clamour was, lest 
the people should believe him, and 
the Romans should come and take 
away their name and nation. Hence, 
when their zealous cruelty was strip- 
ped of its guise, it appeared, that 
their fears were for their own cause, 
and not the cause of God. They 
likewise boast, d among themselves, 
that none of the rulers had believed 
him; and the reason they would 
not, was, because no ruler would 
sacrifice his own private cause to 
the common cause of God among 
mankind; therefore, the publicans 
and harlots were nearer the kingdom 
than they were, and v\ ent in before 
them." 

" This," said 1, " could not be so 
much wondered at in that age of ig- 
norance and bigotry ; bitt in this 
enlightened age, when the clouds 1 
of superstition are daily vanishing! 
and men are releasing themselves 
from the yoke of tyranny, and as- 
serting their native rights, ,if an elo- 
quent person were commissioned by 
thee to preach the precepts of wis- 
dom ; they would, no doubt, gain 
converts." To this be answered 
with a smile, " Thy faith is great 
in the present enlightened age. But 
the Pharisees were as enlightened 
in their own eyes as the present 
generation : and laid the same ac- 
cusation of ignorance and blindness 
against their fathers*, for spilling the 
blood of the prophets, that we do 
against them for spilling the blood of 
Christ. But as custom makes a con- 
siderable impression on the human 
mind, it may be, that the magis- 
tracy and clergy might bear an at 
tack with a tolerable degree of pa- 
tience j but as landlords, usurers, and 
speculators, have not since the days 
of the prophets been generally suq» 



peeled for oppression, we may be 
assured, that to interfere with them 
would be as bad as to touch a nest of 
hornets." 

To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine, 



GENTLEMEN, 

HAVING lately had the pleasure 
of looking through a large col- 
lection of valuable manuscripts, 
which treat in many parts of Irish 
manners, and customs, particularly 
during the. reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
I found mention of several Irish exac- 
tions, of which I had not before heard, 
nor do I yet know their meaning, 
nor how they were collected. Their 
names are Brey'ne-Balafs- Erich, Logh- 
Ttavie, and Logh- Yempies ; all were 
in 1580, collected in the county of 
Antrim, and abolished by proclama- 
tion of the Lord Deputy, a few 
years afterwards. Perhaps some of 
your antiquarian correspondents, on 
your inserting this article, would 
furnish me with some particulars 
relative to their names, how they 
were collected, and why ? 

J.S. 
Knockmor, June \Zth, 1812. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

DIALOGUE, ON SJGNING THE PROTES- 
TANT PETITION. 

(Continued from Vol. 8, page 45 1 .) 

NED. Neighbour Pat, I have 
purchased the Magaaine, and 
am surprised to see the names of 
my intimate acquaintances there. I 
would not have thought it strange 
to have seen T., H,, ami P.'s names, 
who have little or no religion; but 
teachers of the flock, and others who 
proles* to' fear, love, and serve God, 
mingling with the worshippers of 



